A descriptive study of the rate of elongation and differentiation of the skeleton of the developing chick wing.
Differentiation of the wing skeleton is clearly visible in whole mounts from stage 24. It proceeds in proximo-distal and postero-anterior sequence. It is possible to map the part of the limb giving rise to each skeletal element as it appears and subsequently. This enables one to estimate: (a) a rate of elongation curve for each segment level, (b) the intrinsic rate of change of elongation of the cartilage, (c) a definitive extrapolation back to classical presumptive fate maps, (d) the normal range of variation in the proportion of the limb occupied by the three main segmental levels (stylopod, autopod, zeugopod).